Page  issues  2013  Call  to  Prayer  across  SBC 


for  with  equal  passion,  attack  the  issues  of 
nt’s  relevancy  and  revival.  If  we  do  not  have 
>in  God’s  reviving  hand  upon  us,  we  will 
move  into  a  precipitous  decline  from 
which  we  will  never  recover.” 
for  Page  will  be  enlisting  others  to  help 
elevate  the  call  to  prayer  throughout  the 


Islamist  terrorists  target 


Christmas  Day  surprise 

_ _ 


Christians  in  Christmas 
attacks  across  Nigeria 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  Mortal  -  At  least  43 
Christians  were  murdered  by 
Nigerian  Islamists  in  a  kill¬ 
ing  spree  that  apanned  the 
Christmas  season  just  ended. 

Boko  Haram  jihadists, 
baaed  in  Nigeria,  are  blamed 


"We  have  never  faced 
this  type  of  selective 
destruction  before. 
Continue  to  pray  for  the 
church  in  Nigeria.' 


cution  in  that  African  coun¬ 
try,  including  the  murders  of 
those  43  Christians  and  the 
wounding  of  many  others  in 
several  year-end  incidents, 
religious  freedom  watchdog 
groups  have  reported. 

In  two  separate  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  attacks,  12  Chris¬ 
tians  including  a  pastor 
were  killed  and  numerous 
others  wounded  at  churches 
in  Bomo  and  Yobe  states  in 
Nigeria,  according  to  reports 
from  Christian  Solidar¬ 
ity  Worldwide,  Internation¬ 
al  Christian  Concern,  and 
Morning  Star  News. 

In  the  week  following 
Christmas,  to  Christians 
were  killed  and  five  injured 
in  various  attacks  on  villages 
in  Nigeria’s  Plateau  stale, 
Adenivi  Ojutiku,  a  U.S.  as¬ 
sociate  of  the  Young  Wing 
Chriatian  Association  of  Ni¬ 
geria,  told  Baptist  Press. 

Olasupo  Ayokunle.  presi¬ 
dent  ana  chief  executive  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  Nigerian  Baptist 
Convention  (NBC),  said  the 
targeted  slaughter  of  Chris¬ 
tians  -at  their  homes  is  un¬ 
precedented.  "We  have  never 
faced  this  type  of  selective 
destruction  before,”  he  said 
in  a  Baptist  World  Alliance 
(BWA)  press  release.  ‘Con¬ 
tinue  to  pray  for  the  church 
in  Nigeria.” 

The  NBC  baa  spent  more 
than  $100,000  on  relief  ef¬ 
forts  for  those  affected  by  the 


violence,  the  BWA  reported. 

Many  observers  have 
blamed  the  violence  on  the 
Boko  Haram,  a  Muslim  ter¬ 
rorist  group  that  has  vowed 
to  eradicate  Christianity 
from  Nigeria  and  impose  a 


STORM'S  AFTERMATH  —  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster  relief  volunteers  ware  celled  into 
action  on  Christmas  Day,  after  extensive  damage  was  reported  from  several  lines  of  intense, 
tornado-bearing  thunderstorms  that  moved  through  south  Mississippi.  A  number  of  homes 
were  damaged  or  destroyed  during  the  severs  weather.  (Bfl  special  photo  by  Don  Gann) 

Miss.  Baptists  respond  SS5&ES3S 

to  storms,  tornadoes  on  the  west  side  of  the  town  of 

'  McNeil.  There  were  34  houses 

By  Tony  Martin  er  County  where  the  greatest  damaged  in  Pearl  River  Coun- 

Aaaoeiate  Editor  damage  was,”  said  Gann.  "The  hr.  and  17  of  those  were  totaled. 

Associate  Editor  re*  o?  the  damage  was  pretty  Some  didn’t  even  have  any 

MississiDDi  BaDtist  sporadic.  We  sent  three  chain-  walls  standing  There  were  a 

relief  volunteers  vwre  mobilized  »w  teams  in  and  they  worked  let  cfttetadovm 
on  Christmas  Day  after  multiple  for  a  day  and  a  half.  The  vgun-  were 

linea  of  intense  thunderstorms!  Iters  stayed  lithe  Peari  River 
some  with  embedded  toma-  Association  lodae  We  had 
does,  swept  through  south  Mia-  groups  from  Yalobusha  iMaoa- 

sissippi  and  caused  extensive  »hon.  Pearl  River  Association,  Mvers  continued,  home  were 
damage  in  severalareaT  Gulf  Coast  Association  and  transported  by  ambulance,  but 

According  to  Don  Gann,  Temple  Church  in  Hattiesburg,  other  folks  just  had  cuts  and 
consultant  in  the  Mens  Min-  They  worked  about  12  jobs.  ^*r,nu,hed 

istry  Department  of  the  Mis-  mostly  clearing  yards  and  trees  *°uc"®d 

aMBfc.°3S5  -mmbl. 


A  peek  into  Miss.  Baptists’  future 


Two  out  of  three  Mississippiansaie 

unchurched-  At  least,  most  of  these 
and  mam  of  the  churched  are  lost 
and  without  Christ  as  Savior. 

These  Mississippians  are  the  very 
people  for  whom  Jesus  came  and  died. 
Jesus  tells  us  in  Luke  19:10  (KJV),  For 

the  Son  of  man  is  come  to  seek  and  to 

save  that  which  was  tost" 

Jesus  has  commissioned  us  in  the 

first  chapter  of  Acts  and  the  last  verses  of 

the  Gospel  of  Matthew  to  go  and  make 
disciples  -  but  the  question  is.  how  are 

we  doing  at  making  disciples  and  baptiz¬ 
ing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  o 

]  ./a..  fl.L.<W^aOUR*k 


Guest  opinion 

with  Don  Hicks 


Making  life  complicated 


stle  Paul  was 

_ as  Proverbs 

_ , _ ,.  'Even  a  child  is  known  by 

his  doings,  whether  his  work  be  pure,  and 
whether*  be  right" 

Paul  also  told  young  Timothy;  ‘For 
God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear; 
but  of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound 
mind.  Be  not  thou  therefore  ashamed  of 
the  testimony  of  our  Lord,*  2  Timothy 
i:7-8a(KJV)- 

Jesus  shows  us  in  Matthew  11  that  the 
wisdom  of  this  world  is  not  as  deep  as  the 
revelation  God  chooses  to  give  children 
Matthew  11:25-26  (NIV)  states,  “At  that 
time  Jesus  said,  ‘1  praise  you.  Father, 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  because  you 
have  hidden  these  things  from  the  wise 
and  learned,  and  revealed  them  to  little 
children.  Yes,  Father,  for  this  was  your 
good  pleasure.'* 

Let  me  try  te  make  some  very  practical 
suggestions  that  will  give  us  an  extremely 
positive  answer  to  ourquestion  about  the 
future  of  Mississippi.  Fust,  each  church 
needs  to  give  attention  to  teaching  a  new 
Christian  class  for  all  children  who  accept 
Christ  in  their  church  —  but  our  discipling 


Timothy  4:12 


There  are  many  reasons  all  ing  belly.  Thomas  even  wrote  a 
around  us  for  doing  the  memoir  of  her  (his?)  pregnancy 

right  thing.  There  are  the  entitled.  Labor  of  U>ve. 
obvious  reasons,  such  as  social  That  was  then.  News  media 

sanctions  like  prison  time  and  last  week  reported  that  Thomas 
civil  judgments.  There  are  health  and  Nancy  have  decided  to  split 

reasons,  such  as  the  avoidance  of  and  have  filed  divorce  papers  in 
microscopic,  lethal  diseases  as  a  Arizona.  However,  Family  Court 
result  of  ulicit  or  immoral  activi-  Judge  Douglas  Gerlach  is  a  tad 
ties.  Lastly  and  most  importantly,  bit  confused  about  the  circum- 
there  are  eternal  reasons  for  do-  stances.  Are  Thomas  and  Nancy 
ing  the  right  thing,  as  expressed  legally  -married  under  Arizona 
throughout  the  Bible.  law.  which  doesnt  recognize  same 

Yet  mankind  seems  determined  sex  marriages?  The  couple  says 
to  choose  the  wrong  way,  with  yea,  because  Thomas  is  a  man  and 
all  its  attendant  consequences.  Nancy  is  a  woman.  The  judM  un  t 
Are  we  programmed  to  arrive  at  so  sure,  since  Thomas  wasn  t  born 
the  bad  decisions  that  we  already  a  man  and  hasn’t  lived  as  a  man 
know  will  make  life  so  much  more  all  that  long, 
complicated  a*d  difficult,  when  What  about  the  female  repro- 
the  right  way  is  clearly  laid  out  for  ductive  organs  that  Thomas  kept, 
us  to  follow?  although  she  (he?)  wanted  to  be 

Thomas  and  Nancy  Beatie  were  a  man  in  all  other  ways?  What 
“married*  nine  years  ago.  The  determines  who  is  legally  a  man, 
word,  ‘married,*  is  wrapped  in  or  legally  a  woman?  The  status  of 
quotation  marks  because  of  the  the  children  is  equally  unclear.  Al- 


quotation  marks  because  of  the 


n  parent  is  she  (he?)?  The  children 
reportedly  call  him  “Daddy,"  but 
isn’t  she  (he?)  really  their  mother, 
ler  both  legally  and  biologically? 

Such  is  the  state  of  our  culture 
to  today.  As  we  hurtle  toward  the 
try  social  approval  and  legalisation 
of  everything  (polygamy,  pe¬ 
dophilia,  beasnality,  and  drug 
normalisation,  for  examples), 
questions  like  the  ones  raised  in 
the  Beatie  ‘marriage*  and  divorce 
will  seem  tame. 

is  Wouldn’t  It  be  better  for  us  if 
id-  we  s’mply  conducted  ourselves 
as  God  trils  us  to  do  in  His  Holy 
sal  Word?  Wouldn't  K  be  better  to 
respect  God’s  established  defini- 
he  tion  of  marriage,  than  to  devise 
g  our  own  versions?  Wouldn't  it 
be  better  to  bring  children  into 
an  the  world  under  God's  social  and 
t  spiritual  plans  for  both  the  par¬ 
ents  and  children? 

be  Wouldn't  it  be  better  if  Chris- 
sr  tians  lived  by  the  Bible,  rather 
ey  than  allowing  secular  courts  and 
Malative  bodies  to  define  the 
ir  things  upon  which  we  apparently 
cannot  agree?  Wouldn't  it  be  bet¬ 
ter  if  we  each  had  the  backbone 
•  to  stand  on  the  Word  alone,  with- 
ic  out  wavering  before  the  eyes  of 
la  the  world? 

hr  As  we  have  teamed  to  the  detri¬ 
ment  of  our  cause  (Matt.  28:18- 


women,  biologii 


our  perverse,  modern  American 
culture,  it’s  not  all  that  unusual 
for  two  people  of  the  same  gend< 
to  declare  themselves  “married,' 
but  Thomas  and  Nancy  decided 


Clarence  Cooper  at  Brandon  Church, 
Brandon;  Paid  Middleton  at  Calvary 
Church,  Batesville;  and  David  Auhman 
at  First  Church,  Gautier  have  lead  their 
churches  to  host  Diadpleship  Rallies  dial 
tenchprrtetsis  to  iritnins 

These  preteen  witnessing  rallies  have 
also  been  supported  and  pKHHfted  by 
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In  cliff  compromise,  charities  win  some,  lose  some 


WASHINGTON  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  Churches, 
religious  organizations,  other  nonprofits,  and  their 
donors  avoided  the  worst  of  the  proposed  restric¬ 
tions  on  charitable  deductions  in  the  ‘fiscal  cliff" 
legislation  signed  Jan.  2  by  U.S.  President  Barack 
Obama,  but  they  did  not  fully  escape  its  effects. 

The  U.S.  Congress  approved,  and  the  president 
quickly  signed,  the  bill  to  avoid  the  expiration  of 
tax  cuts  for  most  Americans,  as  well  as  automatic 
reductions  of  $55  billion  each  to  defense  and  non¬ 
defense  spending. 

Mississippi  Senators  Thad  Cochran  and  Roger 
Wicker,  both  Republicans,  voted  for  the  fiscal  cliff 


does  the  combination  create  a  greater  disincentive  income  earners  now  cai 
for  people  to  give?"  charitable  gifts. 

Both  organizations  expressed  gratitude  the  The  Pease  limitation  is 
new  lew  extends  for  a  year  an  individual  retire-  gressional  promoter,  Rej 
ment  account  (IRA)  rollover  provision  that  enables  Pease  served  in  the  Hou 
seniors  at  least  six  months  beyond  their  70th  birth-  from  1977-93.  Congress  ei 
day  to  donate  as  much  as  $100,000  from  their  in  1990  but  rescinded  it  gr 
IRAs  to  nonprofits  without  paying  income  tax  on  beginning  in  2001.  Its  re- 
the  contribution.  peal  was  complete 

ECFA  and  Independent  Sector  acknowledged,  5n  2010. 
however,  they  expect  charitable  deductions  to  be  a 

»■ *  -  .f _ _  J am  - —  —  —  Jakataa  tko  rlakf 


ien  Alan  Nunnelee, 


Land,  president  of  the 


all  Republicans, 

erty  Commission  of 
the  Southern 
Baptist 

Conven-  **  11  a  W-  a* 
tion  in 

SSS"1i  OS''" 

November  _  * 

that  the  more  U 

restrictive  rec-  ^ 

ommendations 

to  cap  charitable  »  \  \ 

deductions  seri-  - 

ously  threatened  re-  V\  'lv/ 

ligious  organizations.  ' '  ' 

“This  would  be  cata-  (>' 

strophic  in  its  impact,  r\\\' 
particularly  on  those  large  ' 

gifts  that  many  religious  „ «  \* 

organizations,  colleges,  uni-  »  * 

versities,  and  ministries,  as 
well  as  churches,  depend  upon  ,  • 

for  continuing  operations,'  Land 
said.  “Everything  we  know  from 
past  experience  tells  us  if  they  cap 
deductions  it  will  seriously  erode 
charitable  giving.”  ,  l,  I SMJ 

Enacting  such  limitations  would  not 
only  reduce  giving  to  churches  and  char¬ 
ities  but  would  harm  services  such  orga¬ 
nizations  provide  to  the  needy,  said  Land 
and  other  toes  of  capping  such  deductions. 

In  his  budgets,  Obama  has  proposed  cap¬ 
ping  the  itemized  deduction  at  28%  for  couples 
whose  incomes  are  at  least  $250,000  and  indi- 


voted  against  the  legislation  while  Bennie  Thomp¬ 
son,  a  Democrat,  voted  in  favor. 

The  new  law  does  not  include  a  flat  percentage 
cap  on  charitable  giving,  but  it  does  reinstitute 
a  limitation  on  itemized  deductions  for  higher- 
income  Americans.  The  measure  contains  what  is 
known  as  the  Pease  limitation,  which  affects  in¬ 
dividuals  with  incomes  of  at  least  $250,000  and 
married  couples  filing  taxes  jointly  with  incomes  of 
$300,000  or  more.  The  limit  reduces  charitable  and 
other  itemized  deductions  by  three  percent  of  the 
amount  by  which  adjusted  gross  income  surpasses 
those  thresholds. 

Religious  and  nonprofit  organizations  expressed 
disappointment  the  Pease  limitation  was  reinstated 
but  seemed  relieved  that  more  severe  restrictions 
were  avoided.  Leaders  in  both  political  parties  had 
suggested  further  restrictions  on  charitable  deduc¬ 
tions.  Those  proposals  “could  have  cost  charities  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  contributions,'  said  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Council  for  Financial  Accountability  (ECFA)  in  a 
written  statement. 

The  law  not  only  reinstated  the  Pease  limitation 
but  made  it  permanent  beginning  in  2013  “to  the 
disappointment  of  many  in  the  charitable  sector,’ 


Proponents  applaud  permanent  status  for  adoption  tax  credit 

La.,  an  adoption  advocate.  t 
Unlike  a  tax  deduction,  tho 
which  only  reduces  tax-  — 
able  income,  a  tax  credit  con 
actually  reduces  a  person's  cre< 
tax  liability.  Last  year  the  an 
adoption  tax  credit  was  a  mo 
maximum  of  $13^)60- 

Under  Internal  Reve-  pro 
nue  Service  (IRS)  roles,  an  ant 
adoptive  family  can  claim  ner 
adoption  expenses  -  court  wil 
costs  and  adoption  agenry  fan 
fees,  among  others  —  up  hei 
to  the  maximum  amount  chi 
allowed  under  the  credit.  sail 
For  instance,  this  Ba| 
means  if  an  adoptive  fami¬ 
ly  owes  $10,000  in  federal  ere 
taxes  for  a  year,  and  their  of 
adoption  cost  $10,000,  poi 
then  they  would  owe  no  1  « 
taxes  for  that  one  year,  im| 
likely  resulting  in  a  large  Cn 
IRS  refund.  Families  have  fur 
up  to  five  years  to  obtain  An 
the  full  credit.  th« 


doptions.  Making  the  refund  per- 

■ch  more  manent  would  allow  fam- 
d  up  is  ilies  to  claim  the  credit 
I  the  tax  beyond  their  tax  liability, 
makes  a  move  that  would  par- 
adoption  ticulariy  benefit  lower- 
income  families. 

leserves  a  Many  pro-life  groups 
ig  family,  consider  adoption  as  the 
a  perm  a-  most  viable  alternative 
'ax  Credit  to  abortion, 
iny  more  Bill  J.  Blacquiere,  preai- 

ien  their  dent  of  the  Bethany  Chris- 
nes  to  a  tian  Services  adoption 
Landrieu  agency,  had  been  follow- 
ement  to  ing  progress  on  the  issue 
for  months. 

king  this  “It  came  down  to  the 
nent  part  last  minute,  but  we're 
is  an  im-  thrilled  Congress  finally 
dishment,  decided  to  extend  the 
o  work  to  adoption  tax  credit,'  Blac- 
iption  Tax  quiere  told  Baptist  Press, 
lake  it  re-  “While  legislation  is  still 


"Every  child 
deserves  a 
protective, 
loving 
family,  and  I 
hope  that  a 
permanent 
Adoption  Tax 
Credit  will 
enable  many 
more  fami¬ 
lies  to  open 
their  hearts 
and  homes 
to  a  child  in 
need.* 
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Recently,  on  one  of  those  days 
when  I  had  to  get  a  number  of 
things  done,  I  was  up  before  four 
o’clock.  I  turned  on  the  television, 
mainly  to  find  out  what  they  were  saying 
about  the  weather  and  what  it  might  be 
doing  around  our  area  later  on  during 
the  day.  When  the  television  came  on, 
there  was  an  ad  being  run.  As  I  watched 
it,  I  thought  this  must  be  the  late  night 
comedians  continuing  their  shows.  The 
ad  was  about  Perfect  Polly.  To  give  you 
the  gist  of  the  ad,  it  told  about  a  bird 
that  could  change  the  atmosphere  in  a 
room  or  a  home.  Basically,  it  was  say¬ 
ing  that  everyone  needs  to  have  a  bird 
in  their  house.  They  even  dealt  with 
the  problems  that  a  bird  can  create  like 
the  need  for  a  cage,  food,  and  some  of 
the  mess  that  a  bird  can  make  which 
must  be  cleaned  up  constantly.  Oh, 
but  wait  because  that  was  not  the  case 
with  Perfect  Polly.  As  1  listened  to  the 
ad,  I  got  more  and  more  interested  as  it 
continued.  It  was  not  because  I  wanted 
a  parakeet  in  my  house,  but  because  I 
thought  they  could  not  be  serious,  but 
they  were. 

Perfect  Polly  was  a  little  parakeet 
size,  mechanical  bird  that  came  in  sev¬ 
eral  different  colors  and  would  not  mess 
up  anything.  The  bird  came  with  a  little 
stand  where  she  could  sit,  talk  and  sing 
to  you.  Or  you  could  even  hold  Perfect 
Polly  on  your  finger  and  talk  to  the  bird. 
I  thought,  "You  have  got  to  be  kidding!' 
No,  they  were  not!  For  $14.95  plus 
shipping  and  handling,  you  could  get 
the  bird  in  the  color  of  your  choice  and 
have  Perfect  Polly  sent  to  your  home. 

The  ad  went  off  and  I  never  saw  the 
weather.  I  moved  on  to  dealing  with 
my  own  responsibilities  in  getting  ready 
for  the  day,  but  I  kept  being  haunted  by 
the  thought  if  this  was  what  the  world 
had  come  to  be.  I  thought  about  the 


throw  a  football  or  baseball  and  inter¬ 
act  with  each  other.  Now  they  sit  down 
before  a  TV  or  their  own  game  box, 
punch  buttons,  and  watch  figures  run 
back  and  forth  in  a  computer  generated 
game.  A  few  weeks  later  when  they  get 
tired  of  that  game,  they  want  another 
version  of  a  whiz  bang  sport  I  thought 
about  how  people  usep  to  have  Mends 


Perfect  Polly 


and  social  interaction.  Now  if  that  is 
what  you  would  like  to  do,  you  can  just 
go  on  a  website,  fill  out  the  information, 
and  they  will  match  you  up  with  some¬ 
one  who  is  compatible  to  your  likes, 
dislikes,  books,  and  interest.  Punch 
the  button  and  you  can  find  out  if  love 
and  romance  is  just  on  the  other  side  of 
your  ipad. 

I  thought  how  sad  that  personal  re¬ 
lationships  have  been  thrown  into  a  pot 
of  pseudo  friendships  where  people  who 
somewhat  know  each  other  or  maybe 
don’t  know  each  other  at  all  discuss 
things,  tell  facts,  and  express  their  opin¬ 
ions  and  desires  to  people  who  if  the» 
were  in  the  room  with  them  they  mi)  jit 
not  even  speak.  Now  if  none  of  thosi 
things  work  for  you,  we  have  the  answer 
for  your  life’s  dilemma  —  Perfect  PrUy. 
This  may  come  to  you  as  a  shock,  b  it  if 
you  sit  around  all  day  with  a  mechani¬ 
cal  bird  perched  on  your  finger  tha:  is 
talking  and  singing  to  you  and  you  are 
talking  back,  may  I  just  suggest  that 
you  may  have  issues  far  worse  thiin  you 
think.  As  my  day  progressed,  1 1-  oked 


and  called  a  toll-free  number  or  logged 
on  to  a  computer  to  get  Perfect  Polly.  In 
a  world  of  genuine  need  and  deep  hurts, 
of  incredible  loneliness,  and  unsolvable 
situations,  Jesus  Christ  comes  into  our 
human  frailties  to  bring  hope,  new  life, 
forgiveness,  peace  with  God,  and  life 
everlasting.  Apparently,  some  people 
are  looking  for  a  battery  driven  parakeet 
to  solve  their  problems. 

Have  we  gotten  to  the  place  where 
we  present  the  wonder  of  the  life  giving 
Jesus  so  poorly  that  people  do  not  pay 
Him  any  attention?  Or  maybe  they 
think  that  our  preaching,  teaching,  and 
sharing  the  power  of  Goa  in  Christ  is 
nothing  more  than  religious  jargon, 
and  they  just  turn  a  deaf  ear  and  walk 
away.  Maybe  we  have  talked  about 
Him,  witnessed  of  His  grace,  tried  to 
express  the  depths  of  His  love,  and  then 
turned  around  and  lived  lives  so  out  of 
character  with  what  He  came  to  do  that 
people  may  think  that  we  need  a  me¬ 
chanical  bud  chirping  in  our  rooms  in 
order  to  bring  peace. 


ment  and  three  words  came  to  u.y  mind. 

The  first  oue  was  need.  I  won¬ 
dered  if  there  was  really  a  need  i:i  the 
population  across  our  nation  tlr.t  could 
be  filled  by  a  chirping,  talking,  mechani¬ 
cal  bird.  I  wonderedwho  else  i  n  the 
world  was  up  at  four  o'clock  watching 
that  commercial.  I  wondered  now  many 
people  were  moved  into  thinking  that  is 
the  answer  for  the  problems  in  my  life 


word  That  mpt  mulling  around 
in  my  brain  and  that  was  deed. 

Perfect  Polly  is  pretty  amazing  or  at 
least  on  TV  it  was.  It  would  sit  perched 
on  a  stand  with  its  head  going  from  left 
to  right,  chirping,  and  saying  things. 

It  would  not  mess  up  the  floor,  scatter 
seed  hulls,  or  cause  any  problems  un¬ 
less  by  chance  the  constant  chattering 
and  chirping  drove  you  crazy.  Perfect 
Polly  would  perch  on  your  finger,  and 


you  could  walk  around  in  the  house 
and  show  it  to  your  family  or  Mends, 
if  you  bad  any.  That  in  itself  is  a  pretty 
remarkable  feat  But  that  kind  of  deed 
soon  wears  off  and  the  impact  and 
encouragement  is  soon  lost.  Then  what 
do  you  do? 

The  story  of  the  church  is  not  just  the 
story  of  gathering  together  on  Sunday 
morning  and  enduring  a  sermon.  It  is 
the  living  body  of  Christ  caring  for  one 
another  and  meeting  the  needs  in  the 
lives  of  those  around  them.  As  Paul 
wrote  to  the  Galatians  he  said,  'Bear 
one  another’s  burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the 
law  of  Christ’  (Gal.  6:2). 

The  third  word  that  came  to 
my  mind  was  proceed.  Is  this  the 
future?  I  guess  in  time  with  advanced 
technology,  we  can  just  kind  of  build  the 
socihl  community  that  we  want  to  have 
around  us  and  turn  the  switch  on  when 
we  want  to  and  off  when  we  do  not  want 
to  be  bothered  by  them.  I  suppose  that 
if  some  young  man  wanted  to  start  a 
church  and  be  could  get  some  resources 
together,  he  could  build  a  small  build¬ 
ing,  put  seats  in  it,  and  purchase  a  con¬ 
gregation  to  fill  it.  Then  he  could  just 
turn  on  a  switch  and  they  would  sing 
whatever  song  he  would  like.  You  could 
have  a  music  disc  for  contemporary 
folks  or  you  could  have  a  different  disc 
for  traditional  folks.  You  could  have 
one  that  was  scratchy  and  off  key  for  the 
people  who  could  not  sing.  To  affirm 
the  truth  that  was  being  presented,  ev¬ 
ery  once  in  a  while  you  could  have  some 
people  in  the  congregation  programmed 
to  say,  'Amen!'  You  could  have  at  least 
one  of  them  programmed  to  come  by 
after  the  service  to  complain  about  tne 
temperature  being  either  too  hot  or 
too  cold.  It  may  be  expensive,  but  you 
coukl  order  a  whole  Baptist  church. 

Is  that  where  life  is  proceeding  for 
us?  Of  course,  it  is  not!  We  remain 
sinful  and  needy  human  beings.  God 
remains  the  author  of  help,  hope,  and 
the  One  who  sent  His  only  begotten  Son 
to  save  us  and  put  us  in  touch  with  a 
living  community  of  faith  that  will  bless 
us.  God,  thank  you  for  your  Son  and  for 
His  living  church! 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  1 . 
jfutralQmbcb.org. 


College  News 


Josh  Carver,  MISSIS¬ 
SIPPI  COLLEGE’S 

Student  Government 
Association  president, 
will  be  recognized  with 
other  students  from 
around  Mississippi 
at  the  annuel  HEAD- 
WAE  program  Feb.  26 
in  Jackson.  The  state 
Legislature  created 
the  program  to  honor 
individual  academic 
achievement  and  the 
overall  contributions  of 
the  state's  public  and 
private  institutions  of. 
higher  learning. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

fe  Corinth  Church,  Heidelberg:  Revival,  Jan.  20  -  23; 
Sun.,  10  a.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Steve  Stone,  speaker. 


PRC  GURLEY,  AL  B  8EF9GNG  A  FULL-  PBNOOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOT  -  mndoas 
THE  PASTOR.  Sand  raaumas  Id  111  and  Bonn  widows  Did*  to  R  you  opera 
HHarMa  Dr.  Gutsy.  AL  35746.  ATTN:  Pastor  Plus  naa  atrdoa  (owns  and  mow  old 
Snare*  Tmhi  nonnandUMOgmadcom  nm  Cal S01-70S4Sra] 
wtocgdtoycg.  RaapondDy  1^1/13  aATUNBURG  RENTALS:  CBar  StOM. 
PREPARE  YOUR  2S12  TAX  RETURN  ON  and  Condo  I7QMB  Contact  BJ2  *22  0401 


I  LME.  ITS  FREE  TO  LOG  SL  ptap  1040  comt  or  E-mat  pdnMTSOQad  nal  lor  1 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE 
BRRUTE$.  Date  UpAoMary.  QuRaan. 
Mas  pftona  (01-77M617 
GET  THE  PERT  RATES  ON  Haadh 
Inauranc*  and  Madtaam  Supprsmants  Cad 
1-SCO-541-S196  or  Nad  awn  Tumartnauran- 


CAREY  BAPTWT  ASSOCIATION  B  SEEK- 
MG ANEWBMECTOR OF MSSrONS  For 


aoc.org>  or  sand  a  raauna  »:  DOM  Saardi 
CanariMn.  P  0  Boa  1302.  UNa  CHarBa.  LA 
7SSSMMB 

oldTIbussSound 

MOra  and  Nymrada  For  morn  adomadoacM 
M2  453-7424  or  Mr  ua  B  SS2-4564743 


proramaalcom  Chnsaon  oaarad  Don  A  Rda 
Satran  601-992-20*2  Al  homo  snprow- 
marta,  udng  anatyy  oBoanl  mndcws. 
msM  l  Bagla  rooCaoaan  A  auaooma. 


CATION  SEEKING  DONATION  OF  (2) 
VANS  lor  trawl  to  2013  aunmar  camps: 
Contact  J  O  Gabon  (850)  69S0571 
EVERYDAY  HOUSE  CLEANING  AND 
ORGANIZATION.  PET  FRIENDLY;  I'M 
HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED  M1-S1A- 
M47  7SS472-SA17 


AbaSr  upgradaa _ 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS.  SC.,  laming  MS 
A  AL  Nnca  1992.  Cal  600406-2*70 
GET  AWAY  AT  BETSY'S  LA'  CAIRNS  cad 

tar  a  brocTaaa  601-9404641 _ 

STAMED  GLASS:  nae  ondoM  and 


MT  CARMEL  BAPTWT  CHURCH. 
EOMBURG,  LEAKE  COUNTY.  Ml  B 
ACCEPTWG  RESUMES  FOR  A  PASTOR 
naaunaa  may  ba  sard  to  Ray  Parry.  Oaa 
nan  of  ta  Pastor  Saarcti  Common  310 
Rtwr  KM  Cow,  Carthago  Mr  39061 
COUNTY  LINE  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
OVETT  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL -TR*  PAS¬ 
TOR  Wa  art  24  mdas  south  o I  Laura!  and 

Harman  PtrBpa  Road,  OrraA  MS  3B4G4 
PINE  GROVE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS 
SEEKMG  A  BL VOCATIONAL  'ASSOCI¬ 
ATE  PASTORTYOUTH  MNBTERT  Ptoaua 
•and  raauna  to  Pka  Grow  BaptB  Chur*. 
124  GaRrar  JoDnaon  RDt.  Ittagaa.  MS  3*111 
SOUTH  LOUISVILLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
M  L0USVALE,  MS  B  SEEKING  A 
PART-TRB  MUSK  MMBTER.  PBaaa 
mat  lasumas  to  Souti  Louavdto  Baposr 
Ctaadi.  >33  South  Cluch  Awnua  in  Lou- 
ardto.  Ml  3933#  (aSartoon  Music  Saar* 
Commdlaa)Y<ou  can  also  a-mad  rasumaa  to 
bro  tpmdonfpgm.ul  <x  m 
IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
NATCHEZ.  BS  B  ACCEPTING  RE¬ 
SUMES  FOR  A  FULL  TME  PASTOR 
Plsaae  mad  raaranaattopa  to  .lmmanual 
BaplitOrun*  864  Hwyol  Nortr  Natdrar 
Ms  39120  AA  Paalor  Saarch  Commdtaa 
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A  K ! 

lNi  V*j 


elism  Conference 


Together  for  Christ' 

January  27-28, 2013 
First  Baptist  Church 
Richland,  Mississippi 


Li 


Junior  Michael  Chuck  Bob  Sammy  Kara 

Hill  Catt  Kelley  Pitman  Gilbreath  Blackard 


April  22  —  Mississippi  College,  Clinton 

led  by  Wayne  VanHom 

April  23  —  Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain 

led  by  Ronald  Meeks 

April  24  —  William  Carey  UnIversity,jHattiesburg 

led  by  Daniel  Caldwell  >-r 

The  book  of  Revelation  -  “Together  for  Christ” 

8:30  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 

i  Contact  Keith  Gordon  for  more  information, 

1  -800-748- 1651,  ext.  307 ,  or  60 1  -292-3307 .  - 

Registration  requested. 

Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department  ^ 


MISSIONS 
WEEKEND 
EVENT! 

FOR  ALL  gTrLS 
7TH12TH 
GRADES  AND } 
THEIR  LEADERS 


Cost:  $58 

\\  Pn  eludes  progrcm  foe,  f  shirt, 
meals,  lodging  in  cabins! 
Contact  Tammy  Anderson: 
601  292-3323  or  tardrrson^  mbc b  org 


r  AS  t:  ±1- 


BIVOC  ATION  AL  &  SMALL  CHURCH 
LEADERSHIP  NETWORK 


April  18-20,  2013 

Mississippi  Baptist  and  William  Carey  University  will  host  the 
National  Bivo/Small  Church  Celebration. 

4T 

Pastors  and  wives  across  the  nation  will  join  with  us  in  fellowship, 

inspiration,  and  affirmation 

For  reservations  contact  Cathy  Taylor,  601-292-3305, 
cwtaylor@mbcb.org,  or  Dale  Holloway,  601-845-2107 


I 


WITNESSING  THROUGH  MEDIA 

( L?tfuvju A  Pffa/uf-usi  &  <~$a<AJu7f) 
MAY  3  -4.  2013 
First  baptist  Church. 
RJDCiELAND.  MISS. 


1  Entries  in  the  Award  CompedtK**  most  have  been  pnxteoed  or 
aired  between  April  1, 2012,  and  March  1.2013 

•  Awards  entry  deadline  is  March  S.  2013 

•  Awards  entry  cost  515  per  entry 


•  Banquet  and  workshop  n'tieraine  dradhar  is  April  19.2013 


permm 

is  $25 

per  person 

 Watch/'"  more  information  coming  to  yon  toon! 


\ 

La 


Bill  ail  iinjilnu  Inr iiiiijluidlinin  Hn|illei 
MlMionaries  on  January^!  Please  contact 
rwaplshlp  Department  toorder  a  copy  for 

your  church. 

B^B^^  J*P^^^Lisa  Lea  veil 
Stewardship  Department 
601-292-3347 
Ueavellffmbcb.org 


n^nd  PC.  Meridian 

March  2 
5  a.m. -12:45  tun 

RU»“'~t3C.£^teofl 


Church  Building  Conference/Llfeway 

_ Church  Architecture _ 

March  19,  2013 
Skyroom,  MBCB  Baptist  Building 
8:30  a.m.  *■  3  p.m. 

Provide  key  leaders  with  quality  church  facility  information. 
Registration  requested.  Please  contact  the  Pastor/leodership 
Development  Dept.,  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305,  601-292-3305 
or  cvvtoylorOmbcb.org. 


Cost  $15  per  conferee 

Checks  for  registration  fees  should  be  payable  to  the 


Center  Directors,  Pastors,  &  Children's  Ministers 
accompanying  their  teachers  are  HIM. 

a  hours  of  Health  Department  Approved  Training 


PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 
dhicksOmbcb.org 


I k&vA 


“Together  for  Christ  in  Worship? 


r  BAPTIST® 
NURSING 
EILOWSHIP 


mbs  an  opportunity  to  Join  nurses  from  aU  over  the 
as  we  worship,  fellowship  and  share  ways  to  serve 
L  For  more  Information  contact,  Denise  Wlndom, 


For  more  information  contact  Angie  Boydstun  at  aboydstur0mbcborg  or 
Jo  Wasson  at  jwassonembcb  org 
or  can  I-800-748-I65I.  ext  292.  or  601-292-3292 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  •  PO  Bo*  530  Jackson.  MS  39205 


d  a 


Miss  Laura  Wingo 

3/1/01 

Parents:  Boyd  & 


Mr.  Cha 
3/13/06 


3/17/03 

Parents:  Aaron  & 
Tiffany 

South  America 


3/6/08 

Parents:  James  & 
Mary  Margaret 
Sub-Saharan  African 
Peoples 


Miss  Emma  Cox 

3/25/06 

Parents:  Jeremy  & 

Kimberly 

Restricted 


3/7/07 

Parents:  J  4  M 
Restricted 


3/11/83 
Parents:  J.  4  M. 
Restricted 


ft; 

& 

1  1 

BBT 

IB 

organized  prayer  ministry  "im- 
tia tires  such  as  GukieSt one's 
Widow’s  Might;  focused  prayer 
reminders  such  as  prayer  for  the 


Staff  Changes 


EST  HEIGHTS  CHURCH,  PONTOTOC,  has  called 
>bert  Ekis  as  student  minister.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife 
ny  and  daughter  Emma. 


Music  leadership  training  course 
opens  enrollment  across  Miss. 


January  begins  the  seventh  of  eight  courses  of¬ 
fered  at  seven  locations  in  Mississippi  sponsored 


by  the  Church  Music  Department  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  the  Providence  Learning  Center  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

The  seventh  course.  Church  Music  Resources, 
will  meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours  for  eight  con¬ 
secutive  weeks  (Starkville  and  Brookhaven  loca¬ 
tions  meet  on  Saturday)  at  the  following  locations 
and  times; 

■  First  Church,  Cleveland  —  beginning  Janu¬ 
ary  15  (5:30-7:30  p.m.)  Alan  Berry,  teacher,  (662) 
843-2701. 

■  Northcrest  Church,  Meridian  —  beginning 
January  14  (6-8  p.m.)  Buddy  Mcelroy,  teacher. 
(601)938-8668 

■  Bast  haven  Church,  Brookhaven  —  January 
26  (8  a.m.-noon)  Four  consecutive  Saturdays. 
Mark  Hamilton,  teacher.  (601)  835-6607. 

■  First  Church,  Starkville  —  January  12  and  26 
(9  a.m.- 5  p.m.,  with  hinch  break)  Tom  Jenkins, 
teacher.  (662)  323-5833 

■  First  Church,  Booneville  —  beginning  Janu¬ 
ary  22  (6:30-8:30  p.m.)  LuAnne  Ford,  teacher. 
(662)728-6272. 

■  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison  —  beginning 
January  21  (6-8  p.m.)  Jimmy  McCaleb,  teacher. 
(601)924-1233. 

■  Handsboro  Church  —  beginning  January 


22  (6:30-8:30  p.m.)  Louis  White,  teacher,  (228) 

896-3798- 

The  eight  courses  are  Basic  Conducting; 
Worship/Worship  Planning;  Reading  Music: 
Rhythm/Pitch;  Reading  Music:  Harmony/Melo¬ 
dy;  Songs  and  Hymns  for  Worship;  Building  Your 
Music  Ministry;  Church  Music  Resources;  and 
Class  Voice. 

These  courses  are  designed  to  provide  basic 
training  for  bivocational  music  directors  and  oth¬ 
er  music  leaders  in  churches.  In  most  locations, 
the  eight  courses  meet  two  hours  per  week  with 
each  course  being  eight  weeks  in  length.  Saturday 
locations  may  vary. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  scheduled  over  a  two- 
year  period.  Each  course  is  independent  and  has 
no  prerequisite.  Each  student  who  completes  the 
eight  courses  earns  a  certificate  from  the  Provi¬ 
dence  Learning  Center  of  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

There  is  a  one  time  enrollment  fee  of  $25.00. 
The  cost  of  each  course  is  $100.00.  A  $60.00 
scholarship  is  available  for  all  first-time  students. 
Students  already  enrolled  are  not  eligible.  The 
grant  is  limited  to  one  person  per  church. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  teachers 
listed  above  or  Slater  Murphy,  MBCB  Church  Mu¬ 
sic  Director,  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3267  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  267.  E-mail: 
smurphy@mbcb.org. 


PRAYER 

com.  from  p.  1 


awakening.  Earlier  this  year,  cur¬ 
rent  SBC  president  Fred  Luter 
addressed  the  SBC  Committee 

—  ...  u . . . .  . 


u.3.  supreme  court  justices  as 
they  consider  the  constitution¬ 
ality  of  the  Defense  of  Marriage 
Act  and  California’s  Proposition 
8;  as  well  as  pastoral  and  theo¬ 
logical  reflections. 

Page  noted  he  is  not  alone  in 
his  call  for  prayer  and  spiritual 


Franklin  Avenue  Baptist  . . 
Church  in  New  Orleans,  LU 1 
said  it  is  his  "heart's  de¬ 
sire’ for  this  convention  to  "work 
together  as  one.” 

"This  will  not  happen  unless 
there’s  passionate,  purposeful 
revival,"  Luter  told  the  commit¬ 


tee.  "My  theme  (for  the  2013 
SBC  annual  meeting]  will  be  cen¬ 
tered  around  revival  and  prayer. 
Prayer  is  the  great  equal¬ 
izer,  the  great  energizer.  ” 
Luter  also  has  under¬ 
scored  the  SBC  Call  to 
Prayer  scheduled  for  the 
month  of  January.  In  a 
Baptist  Press  story  to¬ 
day,  Luter  said  the  call 
to  prayer  is  “a  pivotal 
opportunity  as  churches 
1  t  ,  cast  a  vision  for  minis¬ 
try  in  2013.  This  coming 
January  we  will  have  the  chance 
to  gather  as  a  denomination  and 
center  our  thoughts  and  prayers 
on  the  lost  in  our  communities 
and  around  the  world." 


Pacific  Coastal  Cruise  &  Tour 
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Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptirt  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AM  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
wi*  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically  to 
the  address  below,  and  must  be  contained 
in  the  message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form. 
Due  to  increasing  virus  threats,  no  text 
attachments  wM  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  are  permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the 
story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s  address 
and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  email.  CD  or  DVD.  Photos  must  be 
dear,  sharp,  and  walHighted.  Cell  phone 
photographs  and  other  low  resolution  items 
are  generally  not  publishable.  Photographs 
can  not  be  returned  Please  do  not  attach 
photos  with  tape  or  staples. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people  No 
landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photo¬ 
graphs  will  be  primed.  News  items  and/ 
or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  News  items  and/or  photographs  de¬ 
picting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or 
outside  organizations  will  nor  be  published 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.’P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson.  MS 
392050530  FAX:  (601 )  292-3330  E-ma.l: 
baptistrecordGmbcb.org . 


CHURCH. 

BALDWIN. 

has  called 
Jason  Webb, 
Mooreville,  as 
pastor.  He  is 
a  graduate  of 
Blue  Mountain 
College  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Sci¬ 
ence  in  Church 
Related  Voca¬ 
tions  in  2009. 
He  is  married 
to  Jessica 
(Worsham) 
Webb.  The 
couple  has  two 
children,  Eva 
Kate.  2,  and 
Easton  Gerald 
is  on  the  way. 


PORTS  INCLUDE:  SANTA  BARBARA 
MONTEREY  -  SAN  FRANCISCO 
ASTORIA.  OR -VICTORIA.  AC. 

13  Days  ^$1298* 


CfvisB  n 

Relax  and  unwind  on  board  the  S-Star  Cafsfeftty  Cenftrry  Sail  to  Santa 
lathers.  with  great  Spanish  architecture,  Montsrey.  with  an  incredible 
offshore  kelp  forest  and  San  Francisco,  offering  many  landmarks 
to  explore  such  as  Lombard  Street  and  Alcatraz  Island.  Continue  to 
Astoria,  one  of  America's  oldest  settlements  and  Victoria.  SC  on 
vancoover  Island. 

Exciting  sightsee ng  tours  in  Los  Angelos;  Hsffyweed;  San  Otago  and 
Sauls.  Phis  you  wig  also  visit  the  Space  Shuttle  Endeavour  exhibit  at 
the  CaMonia  Science  Center  and  CabrtAo  National  Monument. 


TAnfti  A  nncc  we  had  a  team  in  cooking  for 

TORi'lADvjEb  the  volunteers.  There  is  still 

cont.  from  P  1  plenty  of  follow-up  to  be  done. 

Some  of  the  people  who  lost 
some  damage  on  the  border  homes  had  insurance,  but 
of  Stone  County  and  Pearl  some  didn't.  I’m  not  sure  how 
River  County.  I  saw  one  mo-  all  that  is  going  to  flesh  out. 
bile  home  that  had  just  dis-  When  you  have  folks  who  are 
integrated,  and  the  family  looknm  at  a  total  rebuild  and 
who  lived  in  that  mobile  home  they  don  t  have  insurance,  I 
was  at  a  family  member’s  don  t  know  where  you  start, 
house.  Their  whole  roof  was  ‘It’s  that  old  adage  about 
tjjjen  0ff  *  tornadoes  —  it  s  a  miracle  no 

Gann  said  that  Central  one  was  killed,"  Myers  raid. 
Church  in  McNeil  had  sev-  “One  elderly  lady  in  her  80  s 
eral  church  ,  was  sitting  in 

members  with  Their  [Central  a  chair  in  her 

■Thetr  ^pastor  andler  Xle 

Hd  been’tif-re  6660  thwe  13  V«arS,  house  just 

11  vears  and  it  and  it  was  sweet  seeing  disintegrated, 
was  sweet  see-  how  much  those  folks  fr?  ."f 

those  ^lks'ap-  appreciated  seeingthe.r  number 

pastor  as  he  checked  on  0f  bones  in  her 
FnTS^pXr  them.'  face  were  bra¬ 
ss  he  checked  ken,  and  she 

on  them."  D«*n  Grain  spent  three 

for  a*  days  in  inten- 

immediate  re-  My  a  Mlntetry  sive  care.  Hers 


predated  sei-  pastor  as  n. 

ing  their  pastor 
as  he  checked 
on  them." 

"As  far  as  . 

immediate  re-  " 

*poM5’  u  Misal 

sUrted  the  af-  TV*" 

temoon  of  t’  e  C<W 

26th,"  said  My¬ 
ers.  "Some  individuals  were 
involved,  but  we  got  started 
putting  down  tarps.  The  chain¬ 
saw  team  of  13  from  Yalobusha 
worked  with  us  for  four  days 
and  a  team  from  Gulf  Coast 
Association  worked  for  three- 
and-a-half  days.  We  tinned  ten 
roofs,  and  we  put  wood  strips 
down  on  one  roof  where  an  in¬ 
dividual  had  put  down  a  tarp. 

The  M-M"' 


for  folks, 


Department,  was  the  worst 
Mississippi  Baptist  injury. 
Convention  Board  'Another 
one  of  our 
churches,  Pine  Grove,  has 
done  some  great  follow-up 
as  far  as  individual  contacts. 
They  were  involved  with  the 
McNeil  fire  department  in 
meeting  some  needs.  But 
people  don't  need  a  whole  lot 
because  they’re  staying  with 
friends  and  family.  While  Ya¬ 
lobusha  was  helping  in  one 
yard,  neighbors  were  hel[»n| 


'Trw  'TTTTrn 
■>>*****# 


ehere.  S 

0  ; 

52 

ends  and  fam 

NIGERIA 

coat,  from  p.  1 

strict  version  of  Islamic  law. 
Boko  Haram  is  also  suspect¬ 
ed  in  a  Dec.  1  raid  on  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Chibok  in  northeast¬ 
ern  Nigeria,  when  militants 
entered  private  homes  and 
slit  the  throats  of  10  Chris¬ 
tians,  including  a  pastor. 
Separate  attacks  set  fire  to 
three  chur~hes,  a  police  sta¬ 
tion,  and  an  immigration 
and  customs  office,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  reports. 

On  Nov.  25,  an  attack  in¬ 
cluding  two  suicide  bombs  at 
St.  Andrew’s  Militaiy  Prot¬ 
estant  Church  in  Jaji  killed 
11  people  and  wounded 
30  others.  Morning  Star 
News  reported. 

Ojutiku,  a  member  of 
Providence  Baptist  Church 
in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  is  co¬ 
founder  of  the  nonprofit  Lift 
Up  Now  Foundation,  a  reli¬ 
gious,  social,  economic,  and 
political  justice  outreach  to 
Nigeria.  Lift  Up  Now,  with 
a  Nigerian  membership  that 
Ojutiku  numbers  at  2,500, 
is  among  several  entities  en¬ 
couraging  the  U.S.  Congress 
to  declare  Boko  Haram  a 
“designated  foreign  terrorist 
organization,"  with  the  aim 
of  weakening  the  group’s 
ability  to  attract  money  and 
military  weapons. 

Already,  the  U.S.  State 
Department  has  listed  three 


OBITUARY 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  - 

Justice  Anderson,  83,  a  South- 


Correction:  •  ,  -  ~ 

►  In  a  page  one  article  in  the  Jan.  3  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record,  a 
reporter  incorrectly  identified  Kara  Blackard  as  the  retired  former 
pastor  of  Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corinth.  Blackard  is  not  retired 
and  continues  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the  church.  The  Baptist  Record 
regrets  the  error. 


iTrrar^: 


ing"  effects  on  Ni 


nary’s  World  Missions  Center, 
died  Dec.  29.  Funeral  services 
were  Jan.  2  in  Ft  Worth.  An¬ 
derson  and  his  wife  Mary  Ann 
were  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Argentina  from 
1959-74.  During  that  time. 


of  church  history  and  homilet¬ 
ics  at  the  International  Bap¬ 
tist  Theological  Seminary  in 
Buenos  Aires.  Additionally,  he 
served  as  vice  president  of  the 
Argentine  Baptist  Convention 
in  1962  and  1965  and  interim 
president  of  the  seminary  from 
1968-69.  After  returning  from 
the  mission  field,  Anderson 


joined  Southwestern’s  faculty 
as  the  George  W.  Bottoms  pro¬ 
fessor  of  mission.  The  World 
Missions  Center  he  founded 
in  1980  and  led  for  20  years 
continues  to  be  a  training  site 
for  future  missionaries  as  well 
as  a  catalyst  for  engaging  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty  on  campus 
in  mission  trips  and  missions 
education,  .\acierson  authored 
a  three-'  olume  Spanish-lan- 
guage  Baptist  history,  along 
with  various  other  books  and 
articles  in  both  Spanish  and 
English,  according  to  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Standard  newsjournal  in 
Dallas.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife  of  63  years,  Mary  Ann; 
two  daughters;  two  sons;  11 
grandchildren;  and  two  great¬ 
grandchildren. 


>decade.  Boko  Haram  has 
killed  approximately  4.000 
people  and  dismembered  or 
seriously  injured  thousands 
more,  according  to  Lift  Up 
Now’s  count. 


MSAudioLLC 

Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

info@msaudiollc.com 


P.O.  Box  1S75 
Clinton.  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 
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Maturing? 


Need  ;i  light? 

Ji’Mls  said.  “I  .lilt  I  In*  light  ol  tin  Id. 
WhooiT  follow s  mi-  "ill  ind  ".ills 
in  darkiu*"  hill  "ill  hau  I  hi* 
| i •  •  1 1 1  id  lilt  .**  « John  X:  I  2) 


Y  SECOXES  YS  XCCA  SC  PEGL  SEG 
PYXHP  WHA  LCHAGDP  SEWS  SEG  EYXE 
XCA  EWSE  LDCOXES  SCLWDA  UG. 


7.00% 

First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


AWHYGR  KCOD:  SLC 

Clue:  S-T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
Inst  week's  puzzle:  Isaiah  Forty :  Eight 
By  Charles  Phrx.  I  *12-2004. 0  200$ 


L.D.  O’Mire 


"lltil  as  sum  rciciscd  him.  I«  limn  hr  gnu 
Hit  right  to  Itnnnu  children  ol  («od.  fit’ll  lo 
I  host-  u  ho  belies  t*  in  his  mime.’’  f.lolm  I:l2l 
II  \ou  make  .1  decision  lor  <  hrisl  Indus,  contact  .1 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 
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Unseal  the  Indictment  •  Amos  1:1-2;  2:6-8;  3:6-8,  13-15 

If  there  is  any  word  we  are  all  famil-  God  had  called  him  to  deliver  His  and  pleasure.  Their  awn  desires  h 

wr  with,  it  is  die  word  “accountability."  sage  to  the  people.  God’s  people  had  only  Winded  them  to  the  sufferii 
We  have  a  Wevuwn  news  network  in  wandered  hr  from  the  path  of  living  a  pain  of  their  feOow  nv>n(  but  it  ha 
our  st^  that  searches  for -Who’s  Ae-  godly  life,  especially  in  the  way  tbey  driven  them  to  be  the  cause  of  th; 
countable  when  a  problem  or  public  treated  each  other.  God  was  on  the  verge  ferine  and  pain.  God  was  not  goinj 
event  occurs.  The  problem  is  that  no  of  bringing  judgment  on  His  people  and  lowHis  people  to  go  on  this  way.  P 
one  wants  to  admit  they  are  account-  holding  them  accountable  for  their  ae-  ment  was  coming!  We  must  unde 
able  for  anything.  Most  secular-minded  tions.  As  that 

adults  refuse  to  admit  or  recognize  that  we  have  is  a 

they  are  even  accountable  to  God  for  the  already  'SfraL  eign 


our  sinnil  I  am  not  sure  1  can  say  things  have 
actions,  changed  much  in  the  world  today.  God’s 
but  they  prophets,  preachers,  and  teachers  are 
are  fully  still  delivering  God’s  warning  message 
evident  to  and  we  are  still  not  paying  attention. 
Him.  Amos  has  revealed  to  us  the  heart  of 

God  He  has  pronounced  His  judgment 
on  His  people  for  their  lust  tor  wealth 
and  gratification  of  their  fleshly  desires. 
Through  Hoses  we  see  that  God  has  the 
times  in  my  heart  of  a  redeeming  father,  and  now 
warning  but  through  Amos  we  see  that  God  also  has 
ing.  Because  the  heart  of  a  righteous  judge.  We  can 
nishment  or  no  longer  go  on  m  our  sinful  ways.  We 
a  wanted  his  are  all  sinners  and  in  need  of  His  mer- 
raping  disas-  cy.  God  will  fulfill  His  promises  of  both 
and  punishment  for  disobedient 


have  refused  to  live  by  the  standards 
God  had  set  for  them.  God  has  called  the 
prophet  Amos  to  bring  before  the  people 
His  indictment  against  them. 

Hear  Ye!  Hear  Yet  (Amos  m-a) 

The  words  of  the  prophet  Amos  ring 


Israel,  and  to  the  surrounding  nations.  In  Amos  1:3  -  a:iC 
Amos  was  by  trade  a  sheep  breeder  series  of  judgment  or 
from  the  region  of  Tekoa.  (vi)  My  pas-  dah,  Israel,  and  the  nat 
tor  describes  Amos  as  a 'good  ole  coon-  them.  As  you  read,  you 
try  preacher.*  In  Amos  7: 14-15, w*  find  actions  described  are  n 
Amos  defending  his  call  to  deliver  God’s  actions  against  their  1 
message  in  Israel.  He  states  that  be  was  through  Amos,  revealc 
not  a  prophet  or  the  son  of  a  prophet,  punish  His  people  for 
but  just  a  herdsmen  and  a  tender  of  syc-  unfair,  unlawful  and  ui 
amort  trees.  Whatever  his  background,  of  others  in  pursuit  of 


for  not  heeding  His  warning.  The  word 
tra cjlated  aa  ‘disaster’  in  verse  six  can 
refer  to  a  natural  disaster  or  to  other 
adversities.  Most  likely,  as  revealed  in 
verse  eleven  of  chapter  three,  it  refers  to 


Dedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  far  Edu- 
tion/Outreach  at  Brandon  Church, 


Habakkuk:  A  Message  of  Faith  •  Habbakkuk  1-3 


it  would  take  the 
in  the  land  of  Bab 


Six  hundred  BC.  Tunes  were  tough  all  closer  we  get  to  God,  the  less  of  ourselves 
over.  -Israel  had  been  conquered  by  the  we  can  take  with  us.  The  higher  we  move 

**!?  Babylotdan destruc-  toward  God  and  His  holy  presence,  the  »..w|„^vl<(mllW7nl 
tioo  of  Nineveh,  the  capital  dty  of  Aa-  lower  we  must  bow  in  honor.  The  nearer  to  be  the  enemy  that  would  complete  the  me 
syria  (last  week's  lesson  from  Nahum),  we  get  to  task  Sev-  sot 

lay  raised  her  flag  for  a  few  short  yearn.  God,  our  .  . . .  ......  . eral  Old  He 

i&jidttBjkQ;-  I  Testaments  wc 
prophets 

t  for  Life  EH  sr  SS  « 

IT:  -  7 ml  assignment  die 
Brown  as  Habak-  tioi 

■  Muy/ll|  kuk.  The  joyi 
nation  froi 
■BHHHBi  of  Judah  giii 
would  give  of  I 

—  — - —  birth  to  the  cha 

°f  the  people  should  we.  Movement  toward  God  al-  promised  Messiah.  God’s  purpose  of  sal-  wot 
-chapter  book  ways  increases  our  understanding  of  vation  was  at  stake.  Wo 

ting  with  God  the  plan  and  purposes  of  God.  Sincere  All  the  way  through  their  awkward  bad 
jlete  with  God  “whys"  are  permitted.  Even  Jesus  asked  conversation,  I  could  observe  God  slow-  the 


replaced 


His  loving  arms 


Things  were  STILL  tough  at  the 
end  of  the  book.  Nothing  had  chai 
about  the  situation.  The  people  of 


HICKS 

com.  from  p.2 


r  church  can  train  older  Hicks  is  the  preschool  / 
to  share  their  faith  ef-  children  's  consultant  in  the  Dit 
cipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board.  He 
may  be  contacted  at  dhidcsQ 
mbcb.org. 


Associate  to  In  Batesville;  Phillip 
Price,  AMD  for  Jackson  As¬ 
sociation  in  Pascagoula;  Steve 
Mooneyham.  AMD  for  Gulf 
Coast  Association  in  Gulfport; 
and  Dionne  Williams,  associate 


What  is  the  future 
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The  senior  citizens  of  CALVARY  CHURCH.  ROGUE  CHfTTO.  enjoyed  their  Christmas 
et  a  local  reetaurent.  Hal  Hatten,  pastor 


PARKER  CHURCH.  WATER  VALLEY,  burned  the  note  on 
their  fellowship  hail  Dec.  31.  The  building  was  paid  off  three 
years  early. 


The  youth  of  NESHOBA  CHURCH,  UNION,  presented  Gifts,  a  production  with  puppets, 
humans,  and  talking  mice. 


In  oth«r  Church 


JONES  CHAPEL  CHURCH  NCTTLETON,  delivered  ISO 
teddy  bears  and  stuffed  animals  to  the  Golden  Living  Center 
in  Amory.The  teddy  bears  were  blessed  with  prayer  by  pastor 
Corey  Hall,  eight  children,  and  seven  adults  from  the  church. 


fnJ 


The  GAs  from  T1LLATOBA  CHURCH.  TILLATOSA,  took  | 
GA  World  Beautiful  Feet  Photo  Challenge. 


_ _ 

ARKADELPHIA  CHURCH.  BAILEY,  crocheted  and  de¬ 
livered  ten  plastic  bag  sleeping  mats  to  a  local  shelter.  The 
church's  WMU  ladies  are  teaching  other  area  mission  groups 
how  to  create  these  mats.  . 


t  v  > 


GRACE  FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH.  LEXINGTON,  became  the  owners  of  a  building  situated 
on  1.3  acres  of  land  formerly  owned  by  Faith  Fellowship  Church  of  God. The  church  was  pur¬ 
chased  with  funds  donated  by  an  anonymous  owner.  Tne  church  was  chartered  by  15  mem¬ 
bers  May  9,  2012.  Shown  are  members  gathered  Dec.  23. 


